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SCa STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

SCA’s mission is to build the next generation of
conservation leaders and inspire lifelong
stewardship of the environment and
communities by engaging young people in
hands-on service to the land.

It’s Our Job, Every Day
Every day SCA unites young people with hands-on
environmental challenges. Every day we create future

stewards of our land, healthier environments and—
ultimately—a better world.

Visit us online at thesca.org

Instructions
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SCa STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

GREAT SMOKY
MOUNTAINS

NATIONAL PARK

Nestled along the North Carolina-Tennessee border,

Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the largest
national park east of the Rockies. Its peaks are thought to
be some of the oldest in the world, and their famous haze—
the Cherokees once referred to the region as The Land of
Blue Mist—is the result of water vapor and hydrocarbons
released by the park’s myriad trees, though the affect is
now accentuated by air pollution.

Designated by the United Nations as an International
Biosphere Reserve, Great Smoky Mountains NP is known
as the Salamander Capital of the World. Sharp-eyed visitors
can see dozens of species in a single day. With its rich eco-
system and deep cultural roots, the park is an ideal choice
for connecting with nature and history.

To date, more than 1,600 SCA members have helped to pro-
tect and restore Great Smoky Mountains NP, and in recent
years the park has hosted scores of under-represented stu-
dents in SCA’s National Park Service Academy, a workforce
development and diversity initiative.
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